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Grass Roots
for Conservation

As I look at my Stormwater Calendar (and by the 
way, we have a new 2-year calendar coming out 
in December) we are in the middle of October.  It 
doesn’t feel like the middle of October but as I look 
around I find that harvest is well on its way, the sows 
are all bred (I hope), baby calves are all weaned, and 
the girls have their steers and heifers picked out for 
next year’s 4-H shows.  While doing chores and mov-
ing the animals around the pasture, I find myself deal-
ing with mud!  Listening to the girls complain about 
their boots.  As time goes on, I find myself dealing 
with more and more mud.  To put it bluntly, I really 
do not like mud. As Pastor Diggins would say, “Can I 
get an AMEN”!  We all deal with mud whether it is in our fields, pastures, yards, driveways or job sites, we 
have to deal with it.

Now you might be asking yourselves, ah Jim you are in the “soil and water” office, you should embrace 
mud.  Yes, our office may deal with the only two items needed to make mud, but we do try to keep a 
healthy balance of soil and water so as to not turn those ingredients into mud.

We create ways to help minimize mud, such as, hard surface feeding areas, pavement, roofs, and any 
other solid surface area we can think of.  As you know it does help with the mud in that area, but in reality, 
it just moves the mud to another spot.  We move it around until we believe we have totally eliminated the 
mud not realizing that, in all likelihood, someone else is dealing with it. I understand we cannot eliminate 
mud so it really comes down to how we deal with it. It is our soil management style, sometimes there is 
no getting around it and we have to wade through it. Other times we can minimize our activity and give 
it time to dry out.  However we choose to deal with mud is our choice unless you move it on to someone 
else, or drag it out on to the road.  Therefore, I will remind you that I am dealing with mud at my place and 
am already irritated, so if we are called out because there is mud on the road I am going to be even more 
irritated because now I have to deal with your mud.  So I ask, deal with your mud in a way that does not af-
fect anyone else, especially me, because I am already grumpy (laughing but not laughing).  Remember we 
will never eliminate it, however, we have the ability to minimize the way it affects us and everyone around 
us.  By keeping the soil in its place and out of our ditches and off our roadways, we build a cleaner and 
safer habitat for us and everything that lives here. Let us all learn how to cooperatively deal with our mud.

Definition of Mud: A soft sticky matter resulting 
from the mixing of soil and water:  a slimy sticky 
mixture of solid material with a liquid and espe-
cially water: soft wet earth.   

MUD
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EVERGREENS TREES 

  American Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) 
Though a native of Indiana, the arborvitae is now found in the wild in only a few counties in the northwestern part of 
the state.  However, it is “domesticated”  
everywhere!  Their medium size they can reach 40-60 ft, but usually stop around 30 ft, and conical shape make them 
a versatile addition to the landscape.  Being evergreen, they make beautiful windbreaks or privacy screens.  

  Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus) 
This native Hoosier can claim Elkhart County in its original growing range.  Now it is widely planted in 
yards by homeowners and along fields by farmers.  It is fast growing and reaches 100 ft.  Like all the 
pines, its needles are long. The white pine is tolerant of many diverse growing conditions, thriving in 
moist to dry soils and partial shade to full sun.  This tolerant tree makes a great privacy screen, especially 
when combined with the American Arborvitae.  

  Norway Spruce (Picea abies) 
Norway spruce is a familiar sight in much of the United States, but it’s really a tree of Europe. 
Throughout the globe, this tree has many uses including lumber, pulpwood, Christmas trees and landscape 
specimen trees. Its dense branching pattern and tolerance of soil variations has also made it a popular tree 
for windbreaks.  If you have enough space and want to add a sense of formal dignity to your landscape, 
the Norway spruce will suit you well. 

SMALL TREES AND SHRUBS  
  Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis) 

The Eastern Redbud is a small to medium tree with heart-shaped leaves. It is named for the many small pea-shaped 
flowers that cover the tree in the spring. It has a tendency to grow in clusters in the understory and presents one of 
the most beautiful springtime displays along the roadsides. As a landscape tree, it can be planted in a grouping or as 
a specimen tree. 

  White Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida) 
When you say “dogwood” to most people, what they picture is the white flowering variety. A small tree, rarely 
growing beyond 30ft in height, it packs a real visual wallop in the spring landscape, especially if combined with the 
eastern redbud as their bloom times will often overlap. But don’t overlook this tree’s autumn impact. The leaves turn 
scarlet to purple in the fall. 

  Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) 
A member of the holly family the winterberry bush carries the distinctive red berries of its genus. Like all hollies 
there are male and female plants, so plant theses in groups or several individually throughout the landscape to ensure 
you have both sexes. This shrub flowers on new growth so, to insure plenty of red berries to brighten your winter 
landscape, prune in late winter to encourage this new growth. 
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BLOGGING BMP'sBLOGGING BMP's
Welcome back to another edition of Blogging BMP’s. As a conservationist here in Elkhart County, I find 

myself wading through the proverbial weeds of environmental practices, both common and uncommon, on a 
regular basis.  Our purpose here at the SWCD has been educating our community on the various subjects that 
tend to go hand in hand with being better stewards of our land since 1941.  This includes everything from 
engaging with elementary school children on the benefits of earthworms, walking pasture ground with local 
farmers encouraging rotational grazing, to more recently, presenting a virtual presentation on the benefits of 
cover crops to a natonal audience. Needless to say, the Soil and Water Conservation District has evolved in it’s 
approach to conservation in the last 80 years.

With all of the evolution that has taken place over the years, there have been a lot of Best Management 
Practices that have come and gone based on the needs of land owners and the well-being of the community 
as a whole.  In the past, the solution to all of our water problems typically ran down a pipe and into our wa-
terways causing heavy erosion on the stream and river banks.  As long as our homes and businesses were not 
flooding, all was good. As more homes and businesses moved in, the pipes grew larger and stretched further 
inland.  Fast forward to 2021 and the way we approach stormwater is somewhat different.  Although many 
of the pipes that were once the solution remain, we have added preventative measures to “pre-treat” the 
water or to supplement our water storage needs. 

The point I am making here is that the BMPs put in 
place years ago are still necessary, but now they require 
supplemental forms of treatment to ensure we protect 
our most valuable resource, water. It’s not too different 
from our energy resources. We will inevitably rely on 
fuels to power our vehicles and warm our homes, but 
hydroelectric dams, wind turbines, and solar panels do a 
decent job of supplementing those needs.

Just like the people looking for newer and cleaner 
sources of energy, we are looking for less expensive, more 
efficient ways of capturing stormwater and preventing 
erosion to ensure Elkhart County remains healthy and 
beautiful as it expands and evolves. The November issue 
of Grass Roots will not have a blogging BMP’s article, 
so I will take this opportunity for yet another shame-
less plug.  In December we will be offering our bi-annual 
stormwater calendar and this year it will focus on green 
infrastructure and water health.  This calendar will be 
filled with some of those supplemental treatments I dis-
cussed earlier so tune into our Facebook and website for 
dates and locations you can get your hands on a copy. I 
tried to come up with a calendar pun but they were all 
to week and dated.

A monthly Blog discussing the Best Management Practices (BMP's)  
that must be used to aid in erosion and sediment control.
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UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS
 November 11 Veteran’s Day Holiday: 

The SWCD Office will be closed 
for the Veteran’s Day Holiday 

 November 15 SWCD Board Meeting: 
5:30 PM, SWCD Office, 
59358 County Road 7, Elkhart, IN

 November 25-26 Thanksgiving Day Holiday: 
The SWCD Office will be closed 
for the Thanksgiving Holiday

 December 20 SWCD Board Meeting: 
5:30 PM, SWCD Office, 
59358 County Road 7, Elkhart, IN

 December 24 Christmas Holiday: 
The SWCD Office will be closed 
for the Christmas Holiday

The Greater Elkhart County 

Stormwater Partnership creates an 

educational calendar every two years.

This upcoming calendar will focus on green infrastructure and 

water quality. We will release the calendars in December.

Please check our Facebook or Website 

for updates on availability.

Greater 
Elkhart County Stormwater 
Partnership

CALENDAR

https://www.elkcoswcd.org/


