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AGENDA
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2022

INTRODUCTIONS

9AM - 12PM

Topics for Discussion
Integrated approach to
land management practices
G. Philip Robertson,

MSU Professor of Plant,
Soil & Microbial sciences

Mother Nature’s way of
controlling invasive plants
Garrett and Gina Fickle,

Munchers on Hooves, LLC

Field Borders for Agronomic,
Economic and Wildlife Benefits
Jacob Frame,

Indiana Farm Bill Biologist

BLOGGING BMP's
A monthly Blog discussing the Best Management Practices (BMP's)
that must be used to aid in erosion and sediment control.

W

elcome back to another edition of Blogging BMP’s! I did not contribute to the Grass Roots newsletter last month, so I have had a little extra time to consider what I would like to cover in this
edition. In that time I have looked at the stormwater topic from many different angles.

Angle 1: I took my family to Silver Beach at the mouth of the St. Joseph River and explained to my 6 year old
daughter that the same water that flows through the ditch behind our house travels to the lake we are standing in. At first it didn’t make much sense, but when we got in the car and passed over the river she had a true
“lightbulb” moment. Then we crossed the river again, not only in St. Joseph, Michigan, but a couple more times
on the way home. She realized that water travels, but also realized that things travel with it. Everything that
goes into our waterways could eventually end up where she loves to swim and that gave her an uneasy feeling.
Angle 2: I spent a day with some colleagues at Bonneyville Mill County Park going through Hoosier
Riverwatch training. This program is open to anyone that is interested in monitoring our waterways, on a
voluntary basis, through some fairly simple testing and data collection. That data is all collected on IDEM’s
website and reviewed to see how healthy our waterways are. I was pleased to see that there are programs
in place that give anyone (that goes through a days training) the opportunity to take action and produce
data that backs up, or refutes, complaints that they may have about our waterways.
Angle 3: I have spent dozens of hours walking on construction sites with contractors, engineers, county
officials, and business owners the last couple of months. The biggest misconception most people have is
that stormwater management is strictly practiced for the sake of our floodplain. In northern Indiana, flooding is definitely a concern for many people so I can see why that would be the first thing to come to mind.
The truth is, stormwater is the number one threat to our waterways because it carries so many pollutants
with it, mostly sediment from our farm fields and construction sites.
Angle 4: I spent a day with 120 eighth grade students from Northrige Middle School in the little Elkhart
River looking for macro invertibrates. For those who do not know, these little spineless critters (the macros, not the students) are a great “bio-indicator” of how clean our waterways are. Once the students were
able to get used to the cooler water temperatures of the spring fed river, they really enjoyed finding things
in the water that they had no idea existed. They were surprised to find out that if our waters became polluted, all those macro-invertibrates could be in danger of losing their habitat.

To tie this all up in a nice bow, the point I want to make is that we can read all of the books and articles we
want about climate change, flooding, pollution and what needs to be done to “fix” the problem, but the reality
is, just getting out to the beach, county park, construction site, and river can show you what
we are truly up against and what we are at risk of losing. Take some time before it gets too
cold and find a way that you, an individual, can experience the beauty Elkhart County and the
St. Joseph River watershed has to offer, and ways you can make a positive impact for now and
the future.
For some great ways to get involved in Elkhart County, scan the QR code.

ARE YOU READY TO “GO GREEN” AND HELP US
SAVE MONEY AND NATURAL RESOURCES???
We can deliver your Grass Roots newsletter by email, just give
Lora a call at (574) 523-2030 or send her an email at
latkins@elkhartcounty.com and tell us you’d like to “GO GREEN”

Thank
You!

All in Good Timing
Have you ever tried to teach a newborn
baby to walk or teach a kindergartner how to
do calculus? Me neither. This is because their
brains and their bodies are not ready to learn
such skills at that age.
In the Montessori Method of teaching, it is
recognized that children have what they call
“sensitive periods”. A child is ready to learn a
particular skill in these periods.
These sensitive periods take place when the
child is ready and only last as long as it takes
the child to learn that particular skill. The
order in which sensitive periods occur (i.e. a
sensitive period for writing) and the timing
for the periods varies from child to child.
When we observe our children (our own or
our pupils), we can identify these sensitive
periods and provide the necessary tools and
space to learn them.
For example, my niece has recently learned
how to crawl and is trying to explore her surroundings by pulling up on things and “cruise”. She discovered
that she can make her way up stairs, but her challenge was going down them. Her mother, ever so watchful,
let her explore going down the stairs. With a pillow at the bottom for those inevitable crash landings, she
slowly learned how to manage stairs—or two steps in this case.
For other children, they may learn to walk before going down stairs. Children can take on challenges and
flourish, but only in their own time and if given the space and tools necessary to accomplish those challenges.

UPCOMING EVENTS
October
13th Pasture Walk: Kenneth Imhoff – 1-3 pm @ Tippecanoe, IN
– Topic: Organic Dairy/Pasture-Irrigation/Bees
17th SWCD Board Meeting: 5:30 PM,
SWCD Office, 59358 County Road 7, Elkhart, IN
22nd Forestry Field Day: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM,
ACCELL Farm 51242 Ash Rd,. Granger
November
11th Veteran’s Day Holiday: The SWCD Office will be closed
for the Veteran’s Day Holiday
21st SWCD Board Meeting: 5:30 PM,
SWCD Office, 59358 County Road 7, Elkhart, IN
24th-25th Thanksgiving Holiday: The SWCD Office will be closed
for the Thanksgiving Holiday
December
19th SWCD Board Meeting: 5:30 PM,
SWCD Office, 59358 County Road 7, Elkhart, IN
26th Christmas Holiday: The SWCD Office will be closed
for the Christmas Day Holiday being observed
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