To create rain garden awareness in
addition to helping homeowners
decide if arain garden is a
stormwater solution for their yard.
Detailed garden information,
including construction methods, can
be found in the Lake Michigan
Coastal Program rain garden
manual on the Northwest Indiana
Regional Planning Commission
website at

Rain gardens are beautiful landscape

features that can help minimize water
pollution by managing stormwater on
site before it can enter our waterways.
They work by slowing down the rush
of water from hard surfaces, such as
roofs, holding the water for a short
period of time, and then allowing it to
naturally penetrate into the ground.

Rain Common  Average
Garden Garden Lawn

Beautiful flowers
throughout the year o T NO

with a variety of

plants.
Provides habitat for
native wildlife such Yes Minimal No
as butterflies.
Reduces pollution in
our waterways

carried by
stormwater.

Yes Minimal No

Erotects gursireets Yes Minimal Minimal

from flooding

Can survive regional
weather conditions Yes No No
such as drought.
Increases water
infiltration into the
soil to recharge
groundwater.

Yes No No

Purifies our water
naturally

Reduces mowable
land

Yes Minimal No

Yes Yes No

Indiana Lake Michigan Coastal Program

Indianapolis Office:

402 West Washington Street, Room W267 Indianapolis,
IN 46204-2782 317/233-0132 317/233-0133 FAX

Dunes State Park Annex Office:

Indiana Dunes State Park 1600 North 25

East Chesterton, IN 46304 219/926-9775 FAX

beautify your yard

clean our water
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WHY IS URBAN STORMWATER A PROBLEM?
Uncontrolled and untreated stormwater
from the urban environment can run off
the landscape enter our streams, lakes
and ponds and flood our streets. This
runoff can include such pollutants as
sediments, pathogen

hydrocarbo

and
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Why doesn’t
grass soak-up
rainwater?

How DOES A RAIN GARDEN WORK?
As stormwater exits your downspout it will run
over your yard and enter the rain garden. A berm
will keep the water from exiting the garden. The
native plants have a very long root system and
maintain a loose soil base. As a result, the water is
allowed to infiltrate the soil rather than pond on
he surface.

Grass lawns are somewhat impervious surfaces,
meaning that most water does not seep into the soil
like it would under natural conditions. The reason is
that grass has a very compact root structure making it
difficult for water to penetrate. Instead, it flows over
the surface and into your street where it may enter a

storm sewer, eventually emptying into a waterway.

Turf grass & roots

er, and thus pollutants, is
down stream




